
To whom it may concern, 

It is not often that a student has the privilege of writing in support of their teacher. I have 
always thought of Kathryn Dick as a role model who has made a huge impact on my life. 
It gives me great pleasure to give you a glimpse into what I am sure is just one, of the 
many lives she has influenced. 

I first met Ms Dick in my year 11 English class.  I moved to New Zealand from Malaysia at 
the age of ten and still had a lot of insecurities about English. I internalised the voices of 
bullies and to an extent, my parents’ anxiety about my ability to cope in an English 
medium school. My insecurities ran so deep, that even by the fifth year in New Zealand, I 
would insist on my parents proof reading every piece of writing before submitting it.

All this changed after having Ms Dick as a teacher. She has an incredible charisma and 
likability, a one-of-a-kind person who could effortlessly relate to both ‘the nerds’ and ‘the 
cool kids’ equally well. She made an impact on my life because she could connect with 
me on a genuine level. When she encouraged me, I felt that she  believed in me as a 
person, not just in my ability to write essays.  I remember one day after class, Ms Dick 
told me that I wrote ‘with flair’. Ironically, I did not know what that meant! She explained 
to me that it was something that she could not teach; it was something that was inherent. 
I will never know if that was true but there is one thing I’m certain of: Ms Dick helped 
unleash my flair for writing that day. From that day onwards, I stopped insisting that my 
parents proof read my writing. She helped me overcome one of my biggest insecurities, 
and for that I will be forever grateful. That year, I came top in all my subjects, including, for 
the first time, English. 

Fast forward ten years, I am grateful for the foundation of confidence and self-belief she 
helped me establish throughout high school. I know that the 15-year-old me who was so 
afraid of writing essays could no go on and achieve so much during and beyond high 
school without her influence. This is why when I found out that I graduated top of the  
medical school, I reconnected with her, seven years out from  high school, to thank her 
for her part to play in this. 

Ms Dick has a flair for teaching, leading, and inspiring. I hope that in my personal and 
professional life I can make the same impact on someone as she has made on me. 

Yours sincerely,

Dr Crystal Diong BMedSci(Hons), MBChB
Haematology and Oncology House Officer at Whangarei Hospital
Founder and CEO of 100Percent


